knowledge of basic genetics (preferably to degree level) and wide clinical experience of all problems encountered in the general genetic clinic.+
The clinical geneticist has responsibility for education and research especially for undergraduate and postgraduate courses for doctors, nurses, and others who will be required for the planned improvement of genetic services.
Chromosome and other relevant laboratories should, ideally, be located under the same roof as the clinical geneticists who provide the main source of genetic counselling and clinical interpretation of complex investigations. The experience of clinical geneticists should be drawn upon for the development and timely introduction of new diagnostic tests and other improvements, while also helping to monitor the efficiency of existing services, including screening for fetal defects and for genetic disorders.
An optimum ratio of two consultant clinical geneticists per 2 000 000 population has been identified. This requires the creation of new consultant clinical geneticist posts and of training posts pro rata.
The number of referrals and degree of specialisation will in future require that physicians, paediatricians, obstetricians, and other consultants should be appointed with a special interest in clinical genetics. These will work alongside whole-time consultant clinical geneticists in the regional centres and in district general hospitals. The genetic component of their training should be supervised in the same way as that of clinical geneticists.
The terms of reference of the working party did not include laboratory geneticists, genetic nurses, social workers, and other essential members of the team but consideration must be given to their role, training, and career prospects.
The report emphasised the increasing complexity of medical genetics and the medicolegal problems likely to be encountered by doctors without genetic training who make incorrect clinical decisions on the results of specialised laboratory investigations.
